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BIO

Maria Morina (b.1982) went to St. Petersburg State University for International Relations before shifting to
photography and visual storytelling. She was participating in online seminars run by Objective Reality Foundation for
emerging photographers in Russia, when she met Olga Kravets and Oksana Yushko, Moscow-based photographers.
Three of them decided to make a project together, shortly after they founded Verso, which has since grown into an
interdisciplinary production company.

Since 2009 Maria Morina, Olga Kravets and Oksana Yushko, have been working on a cross-media project titled
Grozny: Nine Cities. The idea was inspired by Thornton Wilder’s book, Theophilus North, which gave them the
concept to explore the aftermath of two wars in Chechnya. Each specific aspect was considered a “level” hidden
within Grozny. The project has been presented in a form of a book, a web documentary, and an installation. It has
won several international awards, including PDN Photo-Annual Contest, multimedia category, 2012, Bayeux-Calvados
Awards for War Correspondents, web-journalism, 2014, and Luma Rencontres Dummy Book Award Arles, 2017.

While working with different media on the Grozny: Nine Cities project, Maria has turned to film-making. Her short
film "Nizhny Tagil Youth" was selected at the festival Rencontres Internationales Paris / Berlin / Madrid 2011-2012.
Her first full-length documentary film "Don't press stop"”, about Rap musicians in Nizhny Tagil, a gigantic open-air
factory in Russia, was released in 2017. It was selected for Lussas Documentary Film Festival, France and Russian
Open Documentary Film Festival Artdocfest in 2017.

Maria Morina has participated in numerous exhibitions and festivals in Russia and abroad. Her works are held in the
Les Rencontres d’Arles and The Open Society Foundation collections.



AWARDS

— Luma Rencontres Dummy Book Award Arles winner, 'Grozny: Nine Cities', France, 2017
— Kassel Dummy Award 2017 shortlist, 'Grozny: Nine Cities' project, Germany, 2017
— First Book Award 2017 shortlist, 'Grozny: Nine Cities' project, London, UK, 2017

— Bourse du Talent 2016 Award

— Bayeux-Calvados Awards for War Correspondents for Grozny: Nine Cities project, Bayeux, France, 2014
— Winner for Stronghold Grant, Tokio, Japan, 2014

— Shortlisted for Anthropographia Human Rights Through Visual Storytelling Awards, 2012

— Shortlisted for Carmignac Award, 2012
— Winner of the PDN Photo-Annual Contest, multimedia category, 2012
— Shortlisted for the Voies Off Prize, 2012

— Lens Culture International Exposure Awards, Grand Prize in the Multimedia Category, 2011
— Finalist of The Manuel Rivera Ortiz Foundation for International Photography Grant, 2011

— Finalist of The Aftermath Project Grant, 2010



FPO3HNMNM GROZNY
DEB’ATb MICT  NINE CITIES

21/03 - 5704

NPOEKT ONIbIrM KPABEL,, MAPII MOPIHOT TA OKCAHU IOLWKO
A'PROJECT BY OLGA KRAVETS, MARIA MORINA & OKSANA YUSHKO
KYPATOP AHHA WUWNAKOBA / CURATOR ANNA SHPAKOVA

DOCU ( e MIKHAPOLHUM INTERNATIONAL
E’ OECTVBATD HUMAN RIGHTS
D AYS [IOKYMEHTASTbHOO DOCUMENTARY

KIHO NPO MPABA FILM FESTIVAL
UA JMOANHN WWW.DOCUDAYS.ORG.UA

B OCUDAYS UA Film festival 2015

LIEHTP BI3YAINbHOI KYNbTYPU NG TrGHA
KPpUTUKa VCRC.ORG.UA



“Grozny: Nine Cities draws a portrait of the war-torn city that is

the Magnum ideal of both art and reportage, mixing ambient
sound, video and stills to create a view of a city trying to rise
from its knees, stoutly refusing pity.”

B —

-ROLAND HANCOCK, DAILY TELEGRAPH

!
t

The Browse B Phyrstiv |, Germany, 2013



SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

— 2018 Les Rencontres d'Arles, 'Grozny: Nine Cities' exhibition, Arles, France

— 2017 Bourse du Talent 2016, Exhibition Grozny: Nine Cities, National Library, Paris, France

— 2015 DOCUDAYS UA Film festival, installation of Grozny: Nine Cities project, Kiev, Ukraine

— 2014 Fotolstanbul 2014, installation of Grozny: Nine Cities project, Istanbul, Turkey

— 2014 RPS Wall Grant winner with Grozny: Nine Cities project, Tokio, Japan

— 2014 'Legacy' group exhibition with Grozny: Nine Cities project, Side gallery, Newcastle, UK

— 2014 The First World WARM Festival, installation of 'Grozny: Nine Cities' project, National Gallery,
Sarajevo

— 2013 Young Photography 2013 2/2, PhotoDepartment, St.-Petersburg, Russia, Nizhny Tagil Youth film
— 2013 The Browse Berlin Photo Festival, Grozny: Nine Cities project installation

— 2013 Thilisi Photo Festival, Georgia, exhibition of Grozny: Nine Cities project and projection of
Atomic Cities multimedia
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PUBLICATIONS

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES

Prixbayeux.org, 2014; Photographic Museum of Humanity, 2014; The Calvert Journal, 2014;
Courrier International (France), 2013; Internazionale (Italy), 2013; GUP Magazine, 2013; 1843/
Intelligent Lite (GB), 2012; Helsingin Sanomat newspapaer (Finland), 2011; Lensculture.com,
2010; RVM magazine (ltaly), 2010; Photoraw magazine (Finland), 2010

WEB-DOC PUBLICATIONS

Polka magazine, France, 2013; Mediapart, France, 2013; France info, 2013; Cross Vudeo
Days, Paris, 2013

BOOKS

— Grozny: Nine Cities, 348 pages, published by Dewi Lewis publishing (English) and
Filigranes Editions (French), 2018

— War Is Only Half the Story, 268 pages, Dewi Lewis publishing, 2018

— War is Only Half the Story, Vol IV, 104 pages, The Aftermath Project, 2011



“I applaud the work these three photographers are doing, in

continuing to cover the aftermath of a conflict zone, although

the headlines moved on, they remained committed to a story
that deserves our continuing attention.”

-SARA TERRY, DIRECTOR/FOUNDER OF THE AFTERMATH PROJECT

War is Only Half the Story, Vol IV, 104 pages, The Aftermath Project



CROVANN G
NINE CITIES
BOOK

"The book provides a valuable
archive of the country’s modern
history. The idea of permanent war is
the basis of the book’s design: the
first pages and photos are red, Soviet
red, but also the red of the bloody
brutality spilled over 25 years."

-LAURENCE CORNET, A PHOTO
CRITIC, A CURATOR, AND A
WRITER

Grozny: Nine Cities, 348 pages,
published by Dewi Lewis publishing
(English) and Filigranes Editions (French)
Winner of the 2017 Arles Luma prize

of Servants/City of War
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Courrier International (France), Internazionale (ltaly), 2013
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Atomic Cities

Artist: Maria Morina

Year: 2013
Country: Russia

[ » | Video duration: 03:23

The slideshow was featured as part
of the program of

Nigh: of Photography 2013 - the
central event of Tbilisi Photo
Festival

Copyright:
© Maria Morira
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Tbilisi Photography & Multimedia Museum, 2018




THE CALVERT JOURNAL

CULTURE PHOTOGRAFHY TRAVEL VIDEQ SPECIAL REPORTS NEWS ABQUT
PHOTCOGRAPHY

Half life: documenting the struggle for existence in
the atomic cities of the ?orme' LJSSR

31 JULY 2014

L started 1n 2012, (his on-going project by S0 Pelesburg
IMAGE ) )

, , dsed documenlary pholographer and Dlmmaker Maria
Maria Marina

Viorina aims te explore the scelal landscape of UKrainian
TEXT ciries invnlved in the nuclear power production ¢hain

Giulla Manaiona Viorina shows voungsters drinking heer ana children
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Rencontres Internationales Paris/Berlin/Madrid 2011/2012



PRICE LIST

GROZNY: NINE CITIES:

Signed inkjet prints
Huhnemuhle Fine Art Pearl. 285 gsm. 100% a-cellulose, bright white

24 x 16 " edition of 7 = 600 Euro

36 x 24 " edition of 7 = 850 Euro

UNTITLED SERIES:

Signed inkjet prints
Hahnemuhle Fine Art Pearl. 285 gsm. 100% a-cellulose, bright white

24 x 16 " edition of 7 = 500 Euro

36 x 24 " edition of 7 = 750 Euro
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